











NUMBER CLXVI. 


By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 








To -be continued’ every THURSDAY. 





Tuursp AY, March the 11th, 1756. 





To Mr: Frrz-Apam, 


%) H_E want of happinefs has been the 

SMP perpetual complaint of all “ranks 

and: conditions. of ‘men,: from. the 

beginning of the world to the pre- 

fent times; and at the rate they 

» ftill go on, it is abfolutely impoffi- 

ble that the shane fhould -ceafe.. Happinefs is a 

fruit always within their reach, but they will not give 

themfelves the trouble to gather it. It is hourly. at their 

doors as a friend, but they will not let it in. It folicits 

them in every fhape, yet they reject it’s offers. Igno- 
sance and indolence are it’s conftant enemies. 


Most 
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Most people have parts and application fiflicient to 
learn the eafy rules of Whift, Cribbage and Chef ; and 
as foon as they are informed (what they little fufped, 
and will be delighted to hear) that happinefs is a Game, 
and a much greater and deeper one than even Pharo or 
Hazard, I make no doubt that men, women and chil- 
dren will immediately fet themfelves to learn the rules 
and fineffes of this important Play. 


Wuen they are fatisfied it isa game that will be uni- 


verfally ufed in all companies in town and country, what 
mortal will be fo ftupid, as not to learn it in fome de- 
gree of perfection? For who, without the greate(t gra- 
titude, can reflect upon the benevolence of nature, that 
has introduced felicity into the world, in the welcome 
and ever-fafhionable guife of deep play, and high gam- 
ing? 

Tuts divine attainment could not have been annexed 
to books and learning ; head-achs, perpetual reafonings, 
and fierce difputations, would have embarrafled every 
ftep: neither could it have been coupled to riches, 
which are ever attended with caré and anxiety. If 
poverty and contentment had been the vehicles appro- 
priated to convey it, a fickly calm would have ftagnated 
all attivity. Had it been given ‘to political purfuits, 
how could it have been reconciled to the defultory fen- 
timents of majorities and minorities ? Therefore bounti- 
ful nature has annexed it to CaRDs, and feafoned it to 
the palates of matikind, by the fpitit of gaming, which 
the has almoft equally infufed into ell her rational chil- 
parity nn ag ic . ae 

Now as I have always profeffed myfelf a great friend 
and admirer of Pray, I hall endeavour to lay down a 


few of the moft certain rules, by which all perfons may 
be 
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be inftructed in the art of playing at this ROYAL GAME 
of Happiness. And I am the more willing to promote 
the knowledge of this game, as it depends rather upon 
fkill and addrefs, than chance and fortune. It is not 
played with ever dangerous dice, like Backgammon or 


Tricktrack ; nor like Bragg, by audacity of countenance, 
and polite cozenage: and though, like Picquet, there 
is much putting out and taking in, yet every card is 
playable. 

I am elated with pleafure, when I confider that I 
am going to teach miferable mortals this great Game; 
which, without vanity I may fay, is making them a 
prefent of more than a fixth fenfe, and enabling them to 
exercife their five primary ones in the moft delightful 
manner. I need not here expatiate upon the pleafures 
of Pray, the firft paftime of infancy, and the ultimate 
amufement of decrepid age; the faculty which moft 
diftinguifhes the rational.from the. brute creation; that 
levels the lacquey with the prince, and the humble 
cinder wench with the ftately duchefs; the cement of 
all true fociety, which, by difcarding volumes of words, 
confines all wit, fenfé and language within the limits 
of half a fcore fhort and fignificant: fentences. How 
admirable is the fagacity of the adepts! or, in other 
words, the people of fathion! who are perpetually 
taking into their hands, and dealing about moft libe- 
rally, all that is defirable in the world! For though 
the uneducated clafs of mortals may think a club is 
but a club, and a fpade a fpade, thefe exalted and 
illumined characters thoroughly -comprehend, that 
clubs denote power, diamonds riches, {pades induftry, 
and hearts. popularity and affections of every fort. 
From this confideration, I never enter a great apart~ 

ment 
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‘ment without being ftruck with folemnity’ and awe. 
‘I look upon the different contenders at each table, as 
fo many mighty giants, tofling about with ftupendous 
ftrength thefe glorious fymbols of every thing valuable 
in the creation. 

Wuar giggling Mifs fhall hereafter prefume to dif- 
‘turb thefe rites’ with morethan female levity? What 


puny fenator fhall dare here to recollect the litle polities 


of either houfe, the partial interefts of infignificant iflands 
and nations, whofe comparative greatnefs is loft in fuch 
afcene; where every motion decides the fates of king’ 
and queens, and every ordinary trick includes:as much 
wifdom and addrefs, as would fet up a moderate politi- 
cian, ftatefman, or minifter? I confider thefe affemblies, 
as the great academies of education, and obferve with 
pleafure, that all parents, guardians and hufbands are 
bringing their families to town, for at leaft fix months in 
the year, to take the advantage of thefe noble {chools, 
and well inftituted feminaries. 

Wuart ideas muft we form of the hofpitable inhabi- 
tants of a great capital, where the houfes and heads of 
the moft refpectable families are-night after night devoted 
to public benefit and inftruction!-How much fuperior 
are thefe to the portico’s, gardens, and~ philofophic 
{chools, that rendered the names of Athens.and,.Rome 
fo greatly celebrated ! Here, our daughters are capacitat- 
ed to marry the firit—prince that may happen'to afk them, 
inftead of falling the unhappy .widtims of -the narrow 
domettic views of fomie neighbouring country gentleman. 
And here the married ladies are taught to pafs the win- 
ter ‘evenings without .a yawn, even in the abfence of 
their hufbands. Here they colleé& that treafure of maf- 
culine knowledge, :thofe elegant ideas and reflections, 

that 
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that wonderfully: alleviate the folitude of the old family 
manfion, where, amidft the cawing of rooks, the mur- 
muring of ftreams, and fragrant walks of flowering 
fhrubs, they wait the return of winter with.a philofophie 
compofure. . 

But Pam wandering from my purpofe,and expatiating 
upon general’PLay, when-I intended only to teach my 
new and great GAME of Happiness, which will ren- 
der the whole univerfe like one grand aflembly or rout. 

Know then, ye hence happy mortals, that the game 
called Happiness, is: played with packs of cards, each 
pack confifting of three hundred and fixty five different 
cards; the backs of which, ‘inftead of being white, are 
ofa dufky footy colour. Every feventh-card is equiva-- 
lent to a court card, of which there arefifty two in each 
pack ; and upon playing properly thefe court cards, the’ 
fortunate event’ of the peng is thought greatly to de- 
pend. 

Ir is played from one to any number of players. 
The game of one is the leaft entertaining : the game of 
two is much applauded by lookers on ; but as a greater 
number muft naturally give more variety to the game, 
a party of ten or a dozen is the moft defirable fet, though 
the players may be fubje& to .many revokes. Gréat 
lovers of the game are indeed fond of fitting down toa 
crowded table ; but it is generally obferved, that an in- 
attentive and flovenly manner of playing is too often the 
confequence. One pack of cards will laft a confiderable 
time, as may be conjectured from their footy backs: in- 
afmuch as the greateft players are feldom known to pay 


for more than three fcore and ten packs during the 
whole courfe of their lives. 


Tuey 
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\'Tuey that have the moft tricks win the largeft divi- 
-fion of the ftake ; but every player gets fomething, be- 
fides the great pleafure of playing, which is thought to. 
be fuperlative. ! : 
Tus great GAme partakes of the excellencies of all 
other games. You are often-piqued and repiqued, as at 
Picquet. You are fometimes. beafted, as:at Quadrille ; 
often checked, as -at Chefs; put back, as at the game 
of Goofe, and fubjec& to nicks,after the manner: of 
Hazard. It differs. in one particular: from all ether 
games ; viz. that the fharper is always fure to be over. 
matched, by the fair player. 


~ Ir would fill a large volume, Mr. Fitz-Adam, to re- 
count all the varieties of this truly Roya, Game ; and 
already I am afraid of having tranfgreffed the bounds of 
your paper: I fhall therefore, defer the rules I promifed 
at the beginning of this letter to another opportunity, at 


which time I fhall take care to make the meanetft of 
your readers an adept at Happiness, 
I am, 
S1R, 
Your moft humble fervant, 


AR 
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